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Introduction: At the end of hisfirst epistle John tells uswhy it was written: “ These things | have
written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have
eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God” (1 Jn.
5:13).

So we may be assured thet the thingsin First John are there for us to believe and to have confidence
in our spiritua condition. Our study will investigate some of the things that were written for usto know.

. BassOf Our Faith (1 John 1:1-4).

A. Beginslikethe Fourth Gospd (In. 1:1-3).
1. A staement of the deity of Jesus.
2. Bothlook a “the beginning.”
B. Hereisaso mention of evidence obtained by physical senses.
1. “Heard, seen, looked upon, handled” (1Jn. 1:1).
2. Thus, our faith has the assurance of eye, ear and hand witnesses.
a. Jesus, after Hisresurrection, told the disciples “ see” and “ handle” that they might
know (Lk. 24:39).
b. Hence, John could say like Peter, “ For we did not follow cunningly devised
fables...” (see 2 Pet. 1:16-21).
C. Itispossblefor our physica sensesto decelve us,; courts often prefer more than one witness.
1. Paul mentionsover five hundredwitnesses (1 Cor. 15:5-8).
2. The gpodlesdid not ddiver anything by hearsay, human tradition or conjecture.
D. Through the testimony of the eye, ear and hand witnesses we have fellowship with the apostles
(witnesses), the Father and the Son (1 Jn. 1:3b).
E. Suchfdlowship (which includes our forgiveness, adoption as children of God, promises of
eternd life, etc.) isthe completeness of joy (1 Jn. 1:4).

[1. BassOf Our Fdlowship (1 John 1:5-10).

A. Themessagefrom Jesusisthat “ God islight...” (1 Jn. 1.5).
1. Godisthe source of dl light (physica and spiritud).
2. Thosewho obey God are“ saintsin thelight” (Col. 1:12).
3. TheDevil and hisangds are spoken of as darkness
(Eph. 6:12; Lk. 22:53; Cal. 1:13).
4. Thereisno mixture of light and darkness with God.
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B. Fdlowship with God is based on waking in light
(Psa. 119:105; Jn. 1:4-9; 8:12).
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Itisalieto dam fdlowship with God while walking in darkness
(2Jn. 1:6). Suchisactudly animposshbility.
If wewalk in the light we are cleansed by the blood of Jesus.
Thisis not a one time shot (baptism) but is continuous action.
a. Wemug continue waking in the light of God' s word.
b. Theonedaming snlessnessisdeceived (1 John 1:8).
Some people seein thisthe sameideaasin 1 John 1:10, but it would seem that the
present tense indicates more.
If “the truth isnot in us’ the blood of Jesus does not cleanse us.
Inverse 9, we find our belief about verse 8 strengthened.
a. Lenski trandatesit as* If we keep confessing our sins...” (p. 392).
b. Wearecommanded to “ confessour sins’ (1Jn. 1:9).
1) Thismeansfar morethanto say, “ | have sinned.”
2) “We openly and honestly face sin without hiding it or finding excuses for
it” (Kistemaker, p. 246).
3) Wemus confess, even to God, our specificsins “ | have lied, stolen, lusted,
etc.”
To dam snless pefectionisto cal God aliar (1 Jn. 1:10).
Sinisacommon denominator of al respongble individuas (Rom. 6:23).

Conclusion: Can you, from our sudy thusfar, “know that you have eternd life?” 1f you cannot know
that you do have eternd life, it may be astrong indication that you do not have eternd life. I1syour faith
based on the eye, ear and hand witness of the gpostles? Areyou walking “in the light” of God' s word?
Do you “keep confessing” your Sns? Without doing so you will not “know that you have eternd life”



