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A God Of Love And Hate

Introduction: The other day | was watching a detective show on TV. One of the actors spoke of the
wrath of God. He said that this was a feature of the God of the Old Testament, not the God of the
New Testament. Wdll, the truth is that wrath is mentioned in both (Hosea 5:10; Rom. 2:8). The
remark of this character in the show istypical of alot of folks. There isa concept that the God of the
Old Testament is somehow different than the God of the New Testament. Thisisfase for Heisthe
same God. He has adifferent people, law, law-giver, etc., but Heisthesame. “For | amtheLord, |
do not change” (Mal. 3:6).

Thereis another point that people misapply. They believe that the God of the New Testament isa
God of love (and Heis). However, the concept that people redly haveisthat Heisonly a God of
love. Thatisfdse

|. GodlIsLove.

A. 1John 4:8.
1. “All Hisactivity isloving activity. If He creates, He createsin love; if Herules,
Herulesin love; if Hejudges, Hejudgesin love’ (Dodd, Johannine, p. 110).
2. Every action of Him is motivated of an “active goodwill” toward us.
B. God'sloveisso greet that He loves beyond the limits of man'slove,
1. lsrad wasloved by God (Deut. 7:8; Jer. 31:3).
2. Thislove has expanded to include dl mankind (Jn. 3:16; Rom. 5:8; Eph. 2:4-5).
3. Theloveof God existed for Isradl even when Israel turned from Him. God'slove
for mankind exists even though man has snned. [more on this later]

[I. ThereAreThings That God Hates.

A. Thisgives some folks no end of problem in dedling with the concept. Y, if the Bible
teaches it, we ought to be able to accept it.
1. Romans 9:13 (quote taken from Mal. 1:2-3).
a. Examining the origind in Mdachi, one learns that thisis actualy spesking of
Israel (Jacob) and Edom (Esau).
b. Thisdlowswha seemslike adifficult verse to be understood.
B. Wha are some things God hates?
Idolatry (Deut. 12:31).
A proud look (Prov. 6:17).
A lying tongue (Prov. 6:17).
Hands that shed innocent blood (Prov. 6:17).
A heart that devises wicked plans (Prov. 6:18).
Feet that are swift in running to evil (Prov. 6:18).
A fase witness who spegks lies (Prov. 6:19).
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8. And one who sows discord among brethren (Prov. 6:19).
9. Divorce(Mal. 2:16).
C. Hebrews 1:8-9 explains asto how this hating by God should be understood

(see 1 Peter 3:12).

1. Itisnot hatred of theindividud.

2. Itishatred of thegntheindividud isinvolved in.

3. Thissame concept is misunderstood by others on the part of Chrigtians
(viz., hate drinking, not drinker, etc.).

4. People can understand this when their children are involved. They love their children, but
are severdly displeased with their activities and/or friends.

Conclusion: The most obvious conclusion is Smply this—We need to avoid those things that we know
God issad to hate. We dso ought to do the things we know God loves. These are ways that are right
and cannot be wrong.

(We will be studying some of the things that God hates in the weeks to come.)



