New Testament Baptism





     An important act relative to salvation is baptism.  The baptism of the New Testament is ordained by God, commanded by Jesus Christ and practiced by the apostles.  Baptism was not “invented by Alexander Campbell.  It may be a “church of Christ doctrine” (whatever that is).  It is a doctrine of the New Testament and that is what makes it so important.  I feel safe in saying that all churches of Christ that I have ever been associated with practiced the baptism of the New Testament.  Again, they did so because of its divine connection and authority.  Let us examine some teachings associated with New Testament baptism.





Baptism saves.  Jesus said, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned” (Mk. 16:16).  If that is not clear enough, Peter wrote, “There is also an anti-type which now saves us; baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21).  Friends, baptism saves!  Much sophistry has been used in an attempt to prove otherwise.  When finished with such attempts, these passages still read the same and have never and will never be changed (Matt. 24:35).





Baptism is for the remission of sins.  Peter told the crowd on Pentecost, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).  Remission is another word for forgiveness (see NASB).  What would you say was Peter’s understanding?  What do you suppose the crowd understood?  Do you think they could hear these words and think somehow that baptism is not for the remission of sins?  I am convinced that anyone who wants to understand Acts 2:38 can do so.





Baptism washes away sins.  Jesus sent Ananias to Saul with a message (Acts 9:10-18).  Part of Ananias’ message contained these words, “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16).  Some would have us believe that Saul was saved when Jesus appeared to him on the road.  Others would have Saul saved after praying.  If either or both of those postulations are true, then we would have a saved man with sins that needed to be washed away!  Such is preposterous.  The message of Christ (Mk. 16:16) fits perfectly in this instance.  Saying baptism washes away sins is the same as saying baptism is for the remission of sins.





     What do we learn from this?  Baptism saves, is for the remission of sins, and washes away sins.  All of this is clearly taught in the New Testament.  You can read it for yourself.  Why would anyone resist or argue against such clear teaching?  Folks who are interested in following the word of God ought to be baptized as taught in the New Testament.


~Terry~


