Christians





     An individual who is from Germany is called a German.  One who hails from Indian is called a Hoosier.  Names are used as a sort of designation as to what/who an individual is or stands for.  By hearing these names, or others like them, one knows something about an individual.  This is because names mean things.  As a matter of fact, certain names could even start “fists to fly.”


     The followers of Jesus Christ are no exceptions to this practice.  We read in the New testament where a group of local congregations were called “churches of Christ” (Rom. 16:16).  Does such a designation show that these local congregations have an association, even an allegiance, to Christ?  I think it does so very definitely.  There is also a name used to designate individual followers of Christ.  That name is Christian (Acts 11:26).  Again, does such a designation show that the individual has an association, even an allegiance, to Christ?  My answer is the same, a definite “Yes!”  


     Notice what is said in James 2:7, “Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are called?”  Focus your attention on that word “noble” (KJV has “worthy”).  This is a word that originally meant, “beautiful, handsome, excellent, eminent, choice, surpassing, precious, useful, suitable, commendable, admirable.”  Here it means “honorable, conferring honor” (Thayer, p. 322).  In the context, James, discusses how rich men (likely Jews) have drawn Christians before tribunals and held them up to scorn.  They may even blaspheme the name Christians wear, but Christians are to wear it in a honorable fashion and do nothing to bring dishonor.  [Note:  While I have limited my remarks to the name Christian”, this verse not necessarily limited to just that name].  This verse is clear in showing the high place of this worthy name.


     Ii have heard more than once how the name “Christian” originated among the Gentiles as a term of mockery.  It is alleged that Christians then adopted this name of mockery as a name of honor and used it in defiance of those who would mock the faith.  While this is a fine story, it nevertheless falls short of what is taught in the New Testament.  Notice Acts 11:26, “And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.”  The Greek word translated as “called” is an extremely interesting one.  It means “to give a divine command or admonition, to teach from heaven” (Thayer, p. 671).  Every case, without exception, of this word used in the New Testament carries the idea of God speaking to man with divine instruction.  Hence, the name of Christian was called by God, or the name has come from the mouth of God.  That implies that the name is one of divine inspiration and not some blasphemous invention by mockers of the faithful.


     Let us do all to insure that we bear this noble name in an honorable fashion.  Let us do nothing to give the enemies of the Lord an opportunity to blaspheme.  God is said to be glorified when one suffers for being a Christian (1 Peter 4:16).  God is also glorified when one behaves honorably.  “Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain” (Phil. 2:14-16).





~Terry~


