How Is Sin Deceptive?





     We are told that Satan is a deceiver (Rev. 12:9).  His method  of deception is through sin.  We are told that sin is transgression of the law (1 Jn. 3:4).  Now it is very easy to establish these basic principles.  However, I am of the opinion that there is a misunderstanding as to the “how” of the deception of sin.  Let us examine this.


     Many believe that sin is itself deceptive.  I do not believe that is necessarily the case.  I do believe that the deception actually lies in how sin is presented to its possible victims.  Sin is unacceptable to God (1 Jn. 1:5).  While some may sin just for the thrill of knowingly doing what is wrong, that is not deception!  The deception occurs when something that is sin according to God’s word is presented as something that is actually approved!  There are a few well known case studies that will bear this out.


     Let us consider the first case of sin recorded in the Bible, that of Adam and Eve.  Now both of them knew what was right and wrong (Gen. 2:16-17; 3:3).  To eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil would have been sin.  Why?  Because God said not to eat of it.  That, therefore, constitutes His law and to violate it would be sin.  We are probably all aware that Adam and eve ate of this tree and were expelled from the garden of Eden (Gen. 3:23-24).  Was there deception involved?  Yes.  The serpent(devil) convinced Eve that “thou shalt surely not die” when God had said “thou shalt surely die.”  Therein is the deception—the misrepresentation of something wrong as something right.


      Let us examine another case.  God desired that the ark of the covenant be transported in a certain way (Ex. 37:1-5).  This was His law concerning this.  To do it any other way would violate His law and be sin.  While David was king there was an occasion to transport the ark from the house of Abinadab in Gibeah (2 Sam. 6:3).  This transportation was engaged by placing the ark on a new cart pulled by a yoke of oxen.  That was not how God wanted it done and constituted sin.  The tragic death of Uzzah (1 Chron. 13:9-12) was a clear indication that God was not pleased with this procedure.  Now, where is the deception?  The deception lays in whoever (as a pawn of the devil) suggested the cart as a better way of transportation for the ark.  Can’t you just hear someone saying, “Let us make a fine cart and hitch up the best oxen for the ark.  God deserves the best!  You know He will like it.”  Even though we are not told the identity of who proposed this cart, we can still recognize the deception of misrepresenting wrong as right.


     How about the case of Jesus in the wilderness?  The devil came to tempt Jesus (Matt. 4:1).  Each temptation was an attempt to get Jesus to do something wrong.  What wrong?  To stop obeying God and start obeying the devil!  Therein lies the deception.  It was the devil who wanted Jesus to turn stones into bread (Matt. 4:3); to throw Himself off the temple (Matt. 4:5-6); to set Himself as an earthly king (Matt. 4:8-9).  God had no desire for Jesus to do this, His silence forbade Him from acting in such a manner and would have constituted sin if He had done so.  The deception was in attempting to convince Jesus that any of this was acceptable.


     What about other things.  An example would be with the sin of thievery (1 Cor. 6:9-10).  Deception occurs when one believes that this would be approved due to, say, tremendous hardship.  “I must steal food to feed my family.”  Such is a terrible circumstance, yet is deception due to thinking that wrong will be right.  Another example is with adultery and fornication (1 Cor. 6:9-10).  When one believes the lie that this is OK since “everybody is doing it”, then deception has arrived and borne fruit.


     Dear readers, none of this is too difficult a subject to grasp.  We must be clear in our thinking on this so we will be able to cope with the “devices of Satan” (2 Cor. 2:11).  Let us understand that there is, though momentary, pleasure in sin (Heb. 11:25).  That pleasure is not deceptive, but is real.  The fruit of the tree in the garden of Eden did indeed look good and probably tasted fine.  The cart probably moved the ark in a very expeditious fashion and may have been a beauty to behold (as far as oxcarts go).  Those stones that lay before Jesus may have turned into delicious bread.  The heady experience derived from escaping death and the thrill of worldly power are things that are pleasurable.  It is understood that adultery and fornication are fleshly pleasures.  The person who desires pleasure in sin is a fool and a likely candidate for deception.  This reality of pleasure increases the danger of sin.  However, the devil and sin can be avoided and resisted (James 4:7) when we are able to identify the deception and keep ourselves from it.  I believe that this is well illustrated by John when he wrote, “…Because you have overcome the wicked one…(1 Jn. 2:13).  


     “You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.  He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels” (Rev. 3:4-5).


