Be Filled With The Spirit





The title for this article comes from the last half of Ephesians 5:18.  This portion of scripture is encouraging the brethren at Ephesus to be filled with the Spirit rather than being drunken with wine.  It is noteworthy that this verse is a commandment from an inspired apostle and, as such, should be examined to see if it applies to the Christian today.  Having studied what the New Testament says on this subject, I understand that it is indeed possible for a Christian to be filled with the Spirit today.  An understanding of what the New Testament teaches about the Holy Spirit is of the utmost importance since we live in a time when the Holy Spirit is being supposedly evoked for almost any need.  It has gotten to the point where certain individuals seem to imply that the Holy Spirit is our servant and will therefore obey whatsoever man bids.  We will have more on this subject as the article develops.





Mission Of The Holy Spirit





The mission of the Holy Spirit has basically been the same under both Testaments. In the Old Testament, God spoke through prophets who were inspired by the Holy Spirit (Heb. 1:11; 2 Peter 1:20-21).  Under the New Testament, God has spoken through His Son (Heb. 1:2).  Christ promised the Spirit to help reveal, provide (“take up the slack,” so to speak), and bring into remembrance the teachings of the gospel of Christ (John 14:26; 16:13; Matt 28:20).  It is significant that the Spirit does not initiate any teaching of His own volition.  It comes from a higher source (John 16:13).  In both Testaments, inspiration provided by the Holy Spirit is taught as a fact.


	One should notice in the passages cited that the emphasis Jesus placed upon the need for the Holy Spirit was not in miracles but in teach�ing the word.  This teaching, that the Holy Spirit would be assisting, is always mentioned in connection with this task and should be considered as the “top priority” of His mission.  Signs and wonders would be secondary, necessary only to confirm the task of preaching the gospel (Heb. 2:3-4).  A point to consider here is that the popular teaching today is the reverse of what has just been stated. It is a popular thought that the Holy Spirit came to grant certain powers, thereby easing man’s physical bur�dens, with the delivery of the word being secondary.  This view, re�gardless of how popular it may be, is without one shred of proof in the New Testament.  The New Testament clearly shows, as previously mentioned, that signs and wonders accompanied the word preached.  These signs and wonders had their place, and it was secondary to the gospel. The primary mission of the Holy Spirit is not to ease man’s physical burdens.  The Spirit’s mission was, and is, to ease spiritual burdens by revealing a saving gospel to a lost and dying world.  One should be able to see that there is a parallel in the mission of Christ and the mission of the Spirit.  Both intended to provide the way of salvation by bringing the word of God to man (Heb. 1:2; John 16:13).








The Baptism Of The Holy Spirit





It appears that it would be good to say something on this subject at this time.  The New Testament clearly teaches that Jesus would baptize in (with) the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:11; Mk. 1:8; Lk. 3:16; John 1:33).  The question would be WHEN would this event take place?  The answer can be found in the writings of Luke. The baptism of the Holy Spirit could not take place until such time as directed by the One who would administer the baptism.  Jesus exhorted the apostles to wait for such a time (Lk. 24:29; Acts 1:5). Since it was to be in a short time (“not many days hence”), we could safely say that the particulars would show that indeed the baptism took place on the day of Pentecost.  On this day the apostles preached the gospel (Acts 2:14-40) and spoke in other tongues (languages) miraculously (Acts 2:4-11) as a result of the Holy Spirit’s having fallen on them (Acts 2:1-4). This shows the word being supplemented by the mir�acles.  This is the first occasion of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.


The second occasion of Holy Spirit baptism is found in Acts 10 and 11.  The household of Cornelius had welcomed Peter into their midst.  As Peter preached to them, the Holy Spirit fell upon them (Acts 10:44; 11:15).  Peter says that the circumstances were the same as on the day of Pentecost (Acts 11:15; 15:8) and is in full compliance with what Christ had promised (Acts 11:16).  In Peter’s discourse on the gospel being received by the Gentiles, it is interesting that he stresses the fact that the same pro�mise was kept in both events (Acts ls55 11:16) and that what happened in the home of Cornelius in Caesarea was essentially the same as what hap�pened on the day of Pentecost (Acts 11:15, “at the beginning”).  Peter was satisfied with the fact that the baptism of the Holy Spirit had oc�curred on both occasions.  Since Peter was a witness to both events, his testimony in this regard should be sufficient.  In addition, the others who heard what Peter had to say accepted his words readily and without argument (Acts 11:18).  The fact that the report by Peter was so easily accepted only strengthens the fact of the baptism having taken place.  We also note that the same particulars surrounded the baptism of the Holy Spirit on Cornelius’ household as on the day of Pentecost.  There was the preaching of the gospel (Acts 10:34-43; 11:14) and the miraculous speaking in other tongues (languages) (Acts 10:44-45).


Before we close this section, the following observations need to be made.  We see that in both cases the preaching of the gospel and the speak�ing in other tongues were in conjunction when Jesus baptized with the Holy Spirit.  These other tongues were languages which were known to man, while not necessarily known to the speaker.  There is not an occasion in the New Testament where anyone spoke in a tongue which was completely foreign to man.  The word “unknown” (KJV) which precedes tongues in I Corinthians 14:2, 2, 13, 14, 19, 27 is not found in the original Greek text.  It is supplied by the interpreters and was intended to show that the language was unlearned by the speaker but not necessarily unknown to man completely as some aver.  The tongues of angels, which Paul refers to in I Corinthians 13:1, would be an intelligible language as this is the medium angels always used when conversing with man.  If there is some special language which only angels use, the Bible is silent about it, and I do not know where to turn for further information on such a subject.  Where else do we read of angels speaking to man except in the Bible, and where in the Bible do they speak that man cannot comprehend?


We should also notice that even though Holy Spirit baptism took place, water baptism did also (Acts 2:38, 41; 10:47-48).  This would make two (2) baptisms being administered. Later Paul said that there was one baptism (Eph. 4:5).  Since we never read of Holy Spirit baptism happening again, we conclude that the one baptism which is left would be the other baptism which is in water for the remission of sins.


While on this train of thought, we might notice a few other things concerning the two baptisms.  Jesus was the One to baptize in the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:11; et al). No one else ever did nor was commissioned to administer this baptism.  It was to be His task and His ALONE.  If this is not true, let someone show otherwise!  The baptism of the Holy Spirit was a promise, not a command.  Promises are fulfilled, commands are obeyed.  No one was ever commanded to be baptized in the Holy Spirit.  In both cases where Holy Spirit baptism is recorded, we notice that there was no command with which to comply in this regard.  We also see that there was water baptism commanded in both cases.  The apostles were commissioned to baptize in water (Matt. 28:19; Mk. 16:16).  This was not an exclusive commission, resting solely in the apostles, for we see others administering water baptism (such as Philip, Acts 8:38).  Therefore, water baptism differs from Holy Spirit baptism in the principle that man may do the former while Jesus did the latter.  The person who stands before a large audience with a hand upon another person’s forehead and shouts dramatically, “I now bap�tize you with the Holy Spirit” is acting presumptuously by usurping the authority of Christ (supposedly).  Where did one ever get the right to make such a claim?  The Lord didn’t give it to him; therefore, it must have come from his own authority.  Again, if Jesus ever delegated the baptizing with the Holy Spirit to man, we should be able to read about it in the New Testament.  May I kindly suggest that searching for such will only give you eyestrain, for it doesn’t exist.  There is not a shred of scripture for the antics previously described except in the various con�demnations of false teachers.  It is another case of man arrogantly at�tempting to claim to do things for which he has no authority.  The apostles could not baptize with the Holy Spirit and never did.  How can I, or any�one else, claim to be able to do such a thing?  It was the Lord’s task to perform.  Let us be content to do what we are supposed to do.  It is an insolent, arrogant person who presumes to stand in for the Savior.





The Performance Of Miracles





The previously mentioned baptism of the Holy Spirit was upon the apostles (the antecedents of the pronoun “you” in Acts 1:8 are the apostles as no others are mentioned as being present with the apostles at this time).  This baptism gave them the ability to perform miracles.  It evidently also gave them the ability to pass on certain powers to other Christians.  We see three instances of this occurring in the New Testament. Stephen and Philip performed miracles (Acts 7:8; 8:6) after the apostles laid hands upon them (Acts 7:6, 9).  Another case is when Peter and John (apostles) fame from Jerusalem to lay hands upon those who obeyed the gospel as a result of Philip’s preaching in Samaria (Acts 8:14-19; I have included what Simon the magician said to show that the Holy Spirit came as a result of the apostles laying hands on, tfs).  Take careful note that even though Philip could perform miracles, he could evidently not pass them on.  It took apostles to do such.  There can be no other reason for their coming to Samaria, save for that purpose.  The other case is when Paul (an apostle, I Cor. 1:1) laid hands on the twelve men at Ephesus.  After Paul laid hands on them, they were enabled to speak with tongues and prophesy (Acts 19:1-7).


A point to stress at this time is that none of these cases are a direct result of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. They are a result of the laying on of the apostle’s hands. Since men took part in the impor�tation of gifts, it could not be Holy Spirit baptism as that could only be administered by Jesus Christ.


Paul may very well be an exceptional case when we discuss the laying on of hands.  There is no indication he ever experienced the baptism of the Holy Spirit (there is no scripture which directly says so; we conclude that he did because all apostles did receive this baptism), yet he could perform miracles (Acts 14:8-10) and pass on gifts (Acts 19:1-7).  In this regard, he was different from the other apostles, yet he considered him�self on a par with them nonetheless (2 Cor. 11:5).


Just as Paul may not have necessarily been baptized in the Holy Spirit, but could pass on gifts, there were those who were baptized in the Holy Spirit and evidently could not pass on gifts.  This would be Cornelius and his household.  There is no proof that any of that group ever passed on any gift.


Therefore, we cannot say that all who experienced the baptism of the Holy Spirit passed on gifts through the laying on of hands.  Cornelius, household is the exception.  Nor can we say that someone had to have ex�perienced the baptism of the Holy Spirit in order to be able to pass on gifts through the laying on of hands.  Paul is the exception.  Yet we can say that apostles were the only ones who could pass on gifts in this man�ner.  This would include Paul, the extraordinary apostle.





The Power From On High





I believe that in order to fully comprehend the extent of our study on being filled with the Spirit, it is necessary to study about the power from on high which was promised by Christ (Lk. 24:49; Acts 1:8).  As noted previously, these verses were used in connection with the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  This power promised by Jesus came with the fulfillment.  It is important to the continuity of thought to understand what the power was, in order to fully understand our subject.  Is this power the ability to work miracles, or something else?  If something else, what?  These ques�tions and their answers will determine the avenue that the balance of our study will travel.


The Greek word which is translated power in Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:5 is DUNAMIS. This word is from where we derive our words dynamite, dynamo, and dynamic.  It is a word which does well in showing that the baptism of the Holy Spirit would be an enabling, equipping experience.  The power would grant the recipients of the baptism one or both of two different capabilities.  This would be inspiration and/or the ability to perform signs and wonders.  This is the sense in which the word is used in this case.  We would do well to remember that even though both abilities are indicated by the word DUNAMIS, it was the inspiration which was the over�all concern of the Lord.  This inspiration was promised, whereas the ability to perform miracles was an accompaniment to augment the preaching.  One (miracles) followed the other (inspired preaching).  As stated before, this is the pattern for this particular method throughout the New Testament.


There is a sense in which this power (DUNAMIS) remains available today.  It is not in signs and wonders, as those have passed away (1 Cor. 13:8-10).  It is not in inspiration, as the ones to whom inspiration was promised (apostles) have gone on to their reward.  What is left is an in�spired text written by, or dictated by, these inspired men.  This inspired account is the gospel, the word of God (1 Cor. 14:37; 1 Thess. 2:13), the power (DUNAMIS) of God unto salvation (Rom. 1:16), which is perfect (James 1:25), enabling man to know what the will of the Lord is (Eph. 5:17).  Therefore, the sense in which the DUNAMIS of God is able to be possessed today is in and through the gospel of Christ.





Being Filled With The Spirit





Being filled with the Spirit is synonymous with possessing the power (DUNAMIS) of God.  There were those who were said to be filled with the Holy Spirit, evidenced by the preaching of the gospel and/or performing signs and wonders. Some examples are: Stephen (Acts 6:3, 5; 7:2-56; 6:8), Philip (Acts 6:3; 8:5-12, 35; 8:6, 13), and Paul (Acts 13:9; 13:5; 13:10-12).  The same reasoning applies here as did in our previous section.  Since the days of miracles have ceased, we are left with an inspired account from which we may preach the gospel, wherein we would be evidencing our being filled with the Spirit.





Conclusion





 	In our opening remarks, we mentioned Ephesians 5:18.  Let us look at this verse again in its context.  In verse 17, Paul exhorts the Ephesians to understand God’s will and thereby be filled with the Spirit (v. 18b).  This is in contrast with being drunken with wine to the pleasure of the body (v. 18a).  How we are to evidence our being filled with the Spirit is found in verse 19.  This singing and making melody is in accordance with the word of God.  Hence, when we are preaching or teaching the gospel, whether in song, from the pulpit, in the classroom, in the home, or where-ever, we are emulating the early Christians by showing that we are filled with the Spirit, such evidence being our compliance to the wishes of the Lord in proclaiming His gospel to all nations (Mk. 16:15; et al).


By being filled with the Spirit, we are adherents to the word which He brought.  In addition, those who are filled with something show evidence of that with which they are filled.  A Christian filled with the Spirit will show the fruits of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23; 2 Peter 1:5-10).  Anyone can show a knowledge of the words in the Bible.  The Christian does this AND shows them forth in his life (Matt. 7:16).  This is the difference between a person who studies the Bible as literature and the one who accepts it as truly the words of life (Phil. 2:16).


   	Yes, it is possible to be filled with the Spirit today.  It does not take a Solomon to see those who are and those who are not.





~Terry~


