That Interpretation Business





     Just mention to someone that you understand the Bible to say that baptism saves and they may answer, “That’s just your interpretation.”  You can reply that Jesus says, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned” (Mk. 16:16) and they will still say, “That’s just your interpretation.”  Well, it is not my or your interpretation, it is what Jesus says.  It is what the Bible says.  There is no interpretation to it at all, that is what it says!


     I suppose there is comfort in this “interpretation business.”  It seems that if there is something in the Bible that is unacceptable, you can just dismiss it by alleging, “That’s just your interpretation” and go on your merry way believing whatever you choose.  Such folks believe that truth is relative—that every man has a right to “interpret” as he sees fit.  No one “interpretation” is to be accepted as “unchangeable, fixed.”  Folks who are wrapped up in this fanciful mindset must live in a world that even Walt Disney could not have invented!


     However, Jesus says there is truth.  “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (Jn. 8:32).  He didn’t say, “And you shall know the interpretation, and the interpretation shall make you free.”  Jesus also said, “Your word is [truth or interpretation, which?]” (Jn. 17:17).  And then there is Peter who said, “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the [truth or interpretation, which?]” (1 Peter 1:22). 


     Now, please consider a passage from the Bible that truly illustrates that the word of God, or truth, is not a matter of interpretation: “For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.” (1 Thess. 2:13).








~Terry~


