A Little Learning Is A Dangerous Thing





     It was Alexander Pope who uttered the words in the title of this article.  I am not sure exactly the context to which he referred.  However, I do know that he sure hit the nail on the head.  I also realize that folks who think they have a little knowledge of something are equally dangerous.  I used to work with a man who thought you could be experienced at something merely by reading a book on it.  Strange that no one ever sought him out to perform brain surgery or to fly an airplane. 


     Then I was in the car listening to one of my favorite talk shows on the radio (local).  I will withhold the name to protect the ignorant who thought they really knew something.  Let me set the stage for you:


     The hosts were discussing the case of a man, David Rush, from Marco Island, Florida who had won big in the lottery.  He won 25 per cent of a $100 million jackpot.  He took a lump sum payment amounting to $14.2 million.  In December of last year at a Rotary Club of Marco Island luncheon, he handed out checks for $100,000 to the Salvation Army, $100,000 to Habitat for Humanity of Collier County, and $50,000 to the Rotary Club.  The Salvation Army gave him his check back.  Seems they are opposed to gambling and would not accept the money on that basis.


     The hosts of the talk show were stupefied over this action.  One opined that it would be OK since—get ready—Jesus had accepted the gift of expensive ointment from a woman who earned her living as a prostitute!  I thought to myself that this proves Alexander Pope’s point.  It also illustrates how little learning of the Bible this man had.


     Now I do not intend to critique the lottery or the Salvation Army in this article.  I would like to address this business of what this host claimed was found in the Bible.  The reason is simple—many people think that what he offered is true.


     The host said that the woman who did this was Mary Magdalene (Magdalene meaning that she came from Magdala).  I challenge anyone to prove that Mary Magdalene was ever a prostitute.  I do not know where this falsehood originated.  I do know that it is not from the Bible.  Some believe that Mary Magdalene is the woman of Luke 7:36-50.  This woman’s name was never given.  Furthermore, we are only told that she was a sinner (vv. 37, 39).  Yet, we are not told that her sin was prostitution.  She was a sinner (Grk.  hamartolos).  This is the same word Paul uses on himself (1 Tim. 1:15).  Does that make Paul a prostitute?  I think not.  There is another Mary (of Bethany, not Magdala, see Jn. 11:1) who also anointed Jesus with ointment (Jn. 12:3).  This is the Mary who was the sister of Martha and Lazarus.  There is no hint that she was a prostitute either.  The anointings of Luke 7 and John 12 are different events.


     Now, here this host of this radio show was blathering on as an expert (?) on the Bible.  Furthermore, this same expert claimed to know exactly what Jesus would have done with this check from David Rush.  I ask you, how could he know what Jesus would have done with this check when he don’t know that neither of the women who anointed Christ was a prostitute?  He had probably heard this slanderous presentation of Mary Magdalene in some Religion class in his childhood and bought it lock, stock and barrel.  He then palmed this off as the teachings of the Bible.  Yes, a little learning is a dangerous thing.


     Then there are folks who are just as dangerous on a number of other issues.  They find a Christmas tree in Jeremiah 10.  They see infants being sprinkled in Acts 16:15.  They find instruments of music up to and including an orchestra in Ephesians 5:19.  They find the Pope in Titus 1:4.  Etc., Etc.  A little learning is a dangerous thing.  Especially is it dangerous when a person purportedly finds something there that isn’t there at all only to claim that it is.  Sadder still is it when no one even bothers to look it up, they just buy it lock, stock and barrel.








~Terry~





