No Other Way





     Please notice John 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.’”  As with many other passages this one is simple in construction and economic in words; yet it is profound in its teaching.  Sometimes in discussing the teaching of the passage there is a tendency to focus on the first half of Jesus words and an equal tendency to pass over too quickly the last half.  Let us consider what it means when Jesus said, “…No one comes to the Father except through Me.”  


     Of course, we realize that this is actually addressing the subject of salvation.  It is a fact that Jesus came to save the lost (Lk. 19:10; Matt. 1:21).  It is He who serves as an avenue of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18) by bringing man to God.  Man needs to be reconciled to God because man’s sins have separated him from God (Rom. 3:23; 6:23; Isa. 59:1-2).  The blood of Jesus has brought forgiveness of this sin (Matt. 26:28; Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14).  We can not come to the Father except through Jesus.  As salvation is through Jesus, so is access to the Father.


     One may read the words of John 14:6 and miss how different they are from what we generally hear today.  Despite the overwhelming simplicity of this verse, we hear that man can come to the Father (or be saved) in a number of ways, all of which are not through Jesus.   What are some of these ways:


	1.	Some think that one can come to the Father on the basis of moral goodness.  Certainly moral goodness is important, but moral goodness does not save, it is a product of being saved.


	2.	Others think that one can come to the Father through Moses.  In Old Testament times that was true.  However, today we are to “…observe all things that I (Jesus) have commanded you” (Matt. 28:20, see 1 Jn. 5:3).  Moses commandments are not mentioned.


	3.	A few think that you can come to the Father and be saved by the church.  The church consists of the saved (Acts 2:47) and Jesus is the Savior of the church (Eph. 5:23).  It is true that those who are faithful and true members of the Lord’s church will be saved, but they still must go through Jesus to do so.


	4.	Some think that one can come to the Father through the preacher or the priest or through some other man.  Such is no the case.  By looking to someone else other than Jesus for access to the Father, one loses sight and becomes spiritually blind only to fall into the ditch (Matt. 15:14).


     There are other ways, but these are enough to make our case.  Anyone who is deceived into thinking that access to the Father can be achieved without Jesus needs to reconsider the words of John 14:6.  Jesus essentially taught this same principle in John 10:7-9, “Then Jesus said to them again, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.  All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them.  I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.’”  What about entering the sheepfold by some other way?  Jesus addressed that very point when He said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber” (Jn. 10:1).


     Jesus is the central figure of God’s plan of salvation.  We must believe in Him (Jn. 8:24).  We must confess Him (Matt. 10:32).  We must love Him and keep His commandments (Jn. 14:15; Rev. 22:14).  “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned” (Mk. 16:16).  There is no other way to the Father except through Jesus.
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