God’s Chosen People?





     I remember having a conversation with a man (Lutheran) where I once worked.  He was relating how the newscasts were filled with reports from the Middle East.  The country of Israel was once again embroiled in armed controversy with one of he neighbors.  My co-worker stated that these countries needed to be careful about “messing with Israel” since these were “God’s chosen people.”  Of course, he was saying the same thing that multitudes of other people would say on the same subject.  That’s right, multitudes believe that the country of Israel, as it exists today, consists of God’s chosen people.  What about this?


     First of all, it is true that at one time Israel was a people chosen and highly favored by God (Deut. 7:6).  The New Testament reveals how Jesus, the Son of God, was refused by His own people (the Jews, Jn. 1:11).  On the day of Pentecost, Peter pointed out the Israel’s guilt in the crucifixion of Jesus (Acts 2:36).  Later this same charge was repeated by Peter (Acts 3:12-15; 4:8-10; 10:39).  Paul revealed that his heart’s desire and prayer was for Israel to be save (Rom. 10:1).  The gospel of Christ provides salvation for Jew and Gentile alike (Rom. 1:16).  God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34).  He no longer sees Jew as opposed to Gentile.  God only sees one people, for there is only one gospel and one Savior (Eph. 2:11-22).  Christians today, not Israel, are God’s chosen people (1 Peter 2:5-9).


      All of this shows us that the Israel of the New Testament, those who once were God’s chosen people, needed to be saved from sin.  Now, that nation no longer exists.  Jerusalem was destroyed by Rome in 70 A. D., as prophesied by the Lord (Matt. 23:37-24:2).  Rome was so efficient in this destruction that the nation of Israel virtually went into oblivion.  All records and genealogies were gone.  All the people were carried off, scattered over the known world.  The country of Israel that now exists emerged in 1947 as a result of political lobbying.  Now, consider this - - if the old Israel of the Bible needed salvation, no longer being His chosen people, why would modern Israel be exempt and somehow have become His chosen people again?  Well, they haven’t.  The country of Israel is not God’s chosen people, Christians are.  However, those who are citizens of the country of Israel could become God’s chosen people IF THEY OBEY THE GOSPEL.  They are not until they do.





                                                                                                                            ~Terry~


