IsThere Going To Be A " Rapture?"
1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:4

Introduction: Y ou have undoubtedly seen a bumper sticker that reads “In case of Rapture
somebody grab thewhed” or “In case of Rapture this car will be unmanned.” The rapture on these
bumper stickersis a part of the Premillennia doctrine or theory.

In the theory, the rapture is a sudden “ catching away” of the righteous who are living on earth.
People will suddenly, slently noiselessly disappear! They are taken by the Lord. The dead are not
taken and the wicked living are |eft for a seven year period of tribulation.

Let us examine this theory of the Rapture.

|. Passages Used To Substantiate The Rapture.

A. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-16.
B. Maitthew 24:37-41.

1. Examination Of These Same Passages.

A. Read dl of context - - 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:4.
1. Reapturists say only righteous dead taken (w. 14-16).
a. Yetwicked areraised too (Jn. 5:28-29).
b. “Just andtheunjust” (Acts 24:15).
2. Rapturigs say return after seven years. Text saysremain (v. 17).
B. Read dl of context- - Matthew 24:36-42.
1. Notdl of chapter about destruction of Jerusalem.
a. V. 4-34 hassgnsgiven for detruction of Jeruslem. No sign given for
second coming of Chrigt (Matt. 16:4). Jesus said He didn’t know (thus
could not give asign, v. 36).
b. Dedruction of Jerusdem concerns“days’ (w. 19, 22, 29). Second
coming concernsa“day” (w. 36, 50).
2. Rapturists believe w. 40-41 teach their pogition. Doesit?
a. Thepardld isto Noah (w. 37-39). Thosewho were |eft were destroyed.
b. Likewisethosewho are left (w. 40-41) are left for destruction (eternd),
not |eft to inhabit the earth for a saven year period of tribulation.

[11. Other |deas Associated With The Rapture.

A. Repturigts say it will be slent.
1. “voiceof the archangel, and with the trump of God” (1 Thess. 4:16).
2. “great noise” (2 Peter 3:10).
3. “hear hisvoice” (Jn. 5:28).



B. Rapturigts say it will be unseen.

1.

oukowd

“with hismighty angels, in flaming fire” (2 Thess. 1:7-8).

“every eye shall seehim” (Rev. 1:7).

“at hisappearing” (2 Tim. 4:1).

“shall appear” (Col. 3:4; 1 Peter 5:4; 1 Jn. 2:28).

“shall seehimasheis’ (1Jn. 3:2).

“s0 shall comein like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven”
(Acts1:11).

V. What The Bible Teaches.

A. A “gened” resurrection.

1
2.
3.

One coming of Chrigt, the second time (Jn. 14:3).
For dl (Jn. 5:28-29; Matt. 25:31-46).
Find (1 Cor. 15:23).

B. A lifespent in preparation for judgment.

1
2.

Matt. 24:42; 25:1-13.
1 Peter 4:17-18.

Conclusion: Areyou ready for the judgment day?
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