Protestant?





     In the mind of the world there is a realm known as “Religion.”  All religions are lumped together into this realm.  They will have a category they call “Christianity.”  This is supposed to include all who recognize, in one way or another, Jesus Christ as the Son of God.  They then have sub-categories within the category of Christianity that they designate as “Catholic” and “Protestant.”  Everyone who is not a “Catholic” is, by default, a “Protestant.”  That, in brief, is how they have it all mapped out.


     Now I am not a Catholic and I am not a Protestant.  I am a Christian.  Do not dismiss this as a mere matter of semantics (or striving about words).  There is a real difference. 


     “Protestants” had its origin in the 16th century.  A Catholic monk by name of Martin Luther rejected the excesses of the Catholic Church.  He nailed to the door of the church in Wittenberg, Germany a thesis containing ninety-six objections.  Thus, Luther was “protesting” against Catholicism.  Luther did not advocate a return to New Testament Christianity, he wanted to reform Catholicism.  The movement initiated by Luther became known as the “Reformation.”  Those who evolved from Luther’s Reformation became known as “Protestants.”  They adhered to the principles espoused by Martin Luther.  Evolving from the Reformation period were all of the denominations, many of whom, in one form or another, exist to this very day.  


     I no more adhere to the principles of Luther and “Protestantism” than I do to Catholicism.  My allegiance goes beyond both of them, to something much older—to the New Testament.


     I am a Christian because I follow the teachings of the New Testament.  Is there a difference between a Christian and a Protestant?  Yes, there is.  There are things in the New Testament that the majority of Protestants do not do.  The New Testament speaks of “baptism for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38) and how baptism saves (Mk. 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21).  The majority of Protestantism rejects this.  The New Testament teaches the partaking of the Lord’s supper every first day of the week (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:23-26).  The majority of Protestantism rejects this.  Protestantism also adds things as matters of faith such as creeds and disciplines.  These are not found anywhere in the New Testament.  We also find that those who are of the Protestant persuasion bear many diverse names.  They may call themselves Lutherans, Baptists, Methodists or something else.  These names reflect their Protestantism as they honor men and their doctrine and not Christ.  Paul said of this type of thing, “Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.  For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are contentions among you.  Now I say this, that each of you says, ‘I am of Paul,’ or ‘I am of Apollos,’ or ‘I am of Cephas,’ or ‘I am of Christ.’  Is Christ divided?  Was Paul crucified for you?  Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?”  (1 Cor. 1:10-13).  Obviously bearing the name of men or their doctrines is unacceptable.  Followers are known by the name they bear.  The followers of Christ should bear His name (Acts 11:26).  


     Being a Christian means demonstrating loyalty to Christ and His word.  There was a time when the popularity of Jesus began to fall away.  He questioned His twelve disciples about their loyalty, “Do you also want to go away?” (Jn. 6:67).  “But Simon Peter answered Him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life” (Jn. 6:68).  It is no different with us today.  Where else could we turn?  Science, nature and philosophy has no answers, only more questions.  The word of God has the answers we seek.  It is Christ who died for our sins (Rom. 5:6-8).  No one in the reformation ever did that.  It is the gospel that saves (Rom. 1:16).  No words from the Reformation can do that.  The loyalty of a Christian resides where His salvation originates—in Christ and His word.


     In conclusion let us reflect upon what the world overlooks—that there is a body of believers who will take follow no one but Jesus and nothing but His word.  They simply call themselves Christians.  They are neither Catholic nor Protestant.  They strive with one purpose of heart—to be the “good and faithful servant” who will one day “enter into the joy of your Lord (Matt. 25:21).





~Terry~


