Reluctance





     In May of this year I had to get my Ohio driver’s license renewed.  This meant I had to take the vision test.  A few years ago I began wearing trifocals.  At the same time it was found that my “distance” vision had deteriorated.  I had not noticed the latter until the doctor proved it to me.  So here I was at the License Branch with my glasses off taking the vision test.  I failed for the first time.  I protested this finding to the worker who had administered the test.  After a short discussion she allowed me to take the test again and – I failed a second time.  It was time to give it up and the “mark of Cain” (as I thought at the time) was affixed to my license.  I now am required to wear my glasses while driving.


     Now, why was this such a big deal?  After all, I put my glasses on as soon as I get out of bed.  I can read the headlines of the newspaper and little else without them.  I always shave after showering in the morning and always wear my glasses while shaving.  Am I admitting that without them I might look as though I had shaved with a potato peeler?  I suppose so.  Anyway, I wear them when I drive all the time!  Well, I know the answer.  When you get older your vision deteriorates.  I just did not want to admit what I knew to be true.


     How many of us are like this?  We know full well that “such and so” is true and we just don’t want to admit it.  I am convinced that the number of us who are like this would be staggering.  The reluctance to admit what we know is common to man.  It is not at all limited to vision tests and other secular matters.  It is also common in the spiritual realm.


     Jesus asked the Jewish leaders about the origin of John’s baptism—from heaven or man (Matt. 21:23-27).  They knew the answer, they just wouldn’t admit it.  How many knew what to do on Pentecost like the three thousand and yet would not admit it?  Agrippa knew what Paul said was true (Acts 26:27), he just wouldn’t admit it.  How many are there today who hear the gospel ad see what it says and yet will not admit it?  I say many.  How many Christians know they are not faithful and will not admit it?  More than we care to think.  This is a real problem.  Why are there those who will not repent and obey God?  Is it because they will not admit they are in sin and need the Savior’s saving gospel?  Yes, and no remedy can be theirs until they finally get over their reluctance in order to lay hold on eternal life.





~Terry~
