Lessons From The Plain Of Shinar








    Back in the Old Testament time of the patriarchs there arose a notion that man was just pretty important and could do about anything he set his mind to do.  So those folks living on the plain in the land of Shinar decided to do a grand thing.  


“Then they said to one another, ‘Come, let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly.’ They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar” (Gen. 11:3).  What was the intended purpose of these bricks?  “And they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth’” (Gen. 11:4).  Nothing was wrong with building a city or even in building a tower.  What was wrong was that they were not to remain in one place (see Gen. 9:1).  They were to populate the earth, not just the land of Shinar!  In order to populate the earth, they would have to be “scattered abroad.”  So we see that their motive was contrary to the will of God.  That gets you in trouble every time.  Nevertheless, I always am amazed at the pride and arrogance involved in a group of people who thought they could actually build a tower whose top would reach to “the heavens.”  One thing we all learn, either through experience or by observation, proud people can never see the utter fallacy of their goals.  Just think how important and powerful they must have thought themselves.  Now think how long ago that was.  How important and powerful do people think they are today?  Hasn’t really changed much, has it?


     I remember when I was a lad hearing of the bomb that would be made one day that would have the ability to destroy the Earth.  It was a scary proposition and one that a majority of people believed was imminent.  Yet, I realize now that such a weapon has not been created, nor is even possible.  Man cannot destroy the Earth, he just acts like those folks back there in Shinar and thinks he is so important and powerful that he just knows he can do it.  In his ignorant pride and arrogance, man either overlooks or scoffs at the teaching of the Bible.  God alone knows when the end will come (Matt. 24:36).  He will send His Son at that time (1 Thess. 4:13-18; Matt. 24:44).  The earth and its elements will be burned up and pass away (2 Peter 3:10).  Some man-made doomsday device is not going to end the world, God will be the one who will do so.


     I read in the paper or hear on the TV or radio on a daily basis how it is up to man to save the planet.  I am told a number of ways this can be done.  Some are so patently absurd that in any other context, one would be laughed out of town.  Behind this planet saving furor is the same notion that was present on the plains of Shinar—man is so important and powerful, he can save the planet.  Of course, before saving the planet is possible, one must be deluded into thinking that man can first destroy the planet.  We covered that in the last paragraph.  If man can’t build a bomb powerful enough to destroy the planet, do we think he can alter the eco-system to the extent that the planet will become nothing!  Come on, the folks in Shinar had nothing on this.  Here again is the same case of pride and arrogance elevating man to a point where he has no place to be.  Every once in a while one on these Chicken Little types will declare, “The seasons are changing!”   Yet, the Bible says that “While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, Cold and heat, Winter and summer, And day and night Shall not cease” (Gen. 8:22).  This will continue until God decides to send Jesus, the eco-system notwithstanding.  


     I hear the spirit of Shinar cry out when men today decide that some man is God on earth and address him not just as “Father”, but as “Holy Father” (Matt. 23:9).  The voices of Shinar are heard again when men decide that creeds are more important than the word of God (Rom. 3:4).  Bricks are being laid for a tower of foolishness when men say that baptism does not save (Mk. 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21).  It is the same pride and arrogance of men who, having decided they are important and powerful, can step in and do contrary to the will of God.  No, I guess things haven’t changed that much.


     Well, in closing let me say that I think of the words of Paul when I think of these things.  He said it best when he said, “For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself” (Gal. 6:3).





~Terry~


