Jesus The Christ





     The Jews were looking for the Messiah (or Christ) to come.  A Samaritan woman said, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all things.” (Jn. 4:25).  Jesus answer, “I who speak to you am He” (Jn. 4:26) is an affirmation of His identity as the Messiah (or Christ).


     Now, what did it mean to be the Messiah (or Christ)?  Unfortunately some may think that “Christ” was Jesus’ last name.  It wasn’t.  It was a descriptive title that He wore in addition to His name.  “Messiah” is a Hebrew word meaning “the anointed one” and “Christ” is Greek for the same.  One who was anointed received such as a separating act in preparation for an office to be served.  Kings and priests in the Old Testament were anointed prior to their service.  In like manner Jesus was to serve in an office, yet it would unlike any office before Him.  Those offices saw many different ones serve.  This office that Jesus would occupy was singular and would only be held by one for all time.  Thus, when the New Testament uses the words “Jesus Christ” it is the same as saying “Jesus The Anointed One” with emphasis on “The.”


     The occasion of the Samaritan woman at the well is an interesting one.  This was one of the rare occasions where Jesus stated that He was the Messiah (or Christ).  Most other times it was necessary for the events to lead one to the conclusion that He was the Christ.  Such is the case in Matthew 16:13-18.  Jesus asked His disciples whom men were saying that He was (Matt. 16:13).  They answered with what they had heard others say (Matt. 16:14).  Though what others were saying was incorrect, Jesus accepted the report of the disciples as factual.  He then proceeds to ask them whom they thought He was (Matt. 16:15).  They should have a different answer than “John Q. Public” since they had been with Him in a special relationship.  Peter breaks through and pronounces that, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16).  Peter had reached a confident conclusion based upon the things that God had revealed (Matt. 16:17).  


     You and I find ourselves in this latter position of having certain pertinent information having been delivered by God in His word.  This information has come for the purpose of reaching a conclusion.   If we believe that He is indeed the Christ (as the Scriptures show), then we must acknowledge His special office and obey His (cont’d on page two)  commands.  “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name” (Jn. 20:31).
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