Join The Church Of Your Choice

     There is little doubt that the title of this article is the catch phrase of our generation.  I have no idea who it was who first coined this phrase.  I do know that credit can probably be given to Billy Graham for popularizing it.  For decades this slogan has been repeated at the end of his “Crusades.”  Mr. Graham says that he  believes that a person is saved by faith only (although he says praying the sinner’s prayer is also required).  According to Mr. Graham’s position, after a person is saved in this fashion, little else matters and, of course, whatever church he might attend matters least of all.  The result of this has been that millions of people have seen the most recognizable person in religion tacitly promote the idea that the church is of little consequence.  So little attention is paid to any church because they just don’t matter.  Well, how do you know that they don’t matter?  Billy Graham says so!  Wouldn’t it be nice if someone had a brainstorm and decided to see what God, and not Billy Graham, has to say on the subject!

     First of all, no one is saved by faith only.  How do I know this?  God has said so.  “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only” (James 2:24).  Furthermore, faith does save and so does baptism.  “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mk.16:16).  No matter what Billy Graham, or a thousand others like him, say on the subject, they cannot negate what God has said.  Here is a thought.  If Mr. Graham is in error on the point of salvation, could he also be in error when he pronounces his slogan of “join the church of your choice?”   Well, again what does God say on this subject?  He has said that Jesus died for the church. “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it” (Eph. 5:25).  God has said that the church and the body are one and the same.  “And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all” (Eph. 1:22-23).  God has said there is only one body “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling” (Eph. 4:4).  It seems as though Mr. Graham is saying something different than what these verses say.  As a matter of fact, the mantra of “join the church of your choice” places man in full control of the situation and leaves God out of any choice.  This is because Mr. Graham does not believe that God has any concern about the church and that one church is just as good as another.      

     My friends, in light of the passages from the Bible that you have read in this short article, my advice is that you need to be saved in the manner that God has chosen and that you ought to be a member of the church of God’s choice.  Have you done it?   

          








                 ~Terry~

